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DEMONIC ACTIVITY
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INTRODUCTION1

Scholars may spend years in studying demons, all of them reach the
same conclusion, and write many literary works on the subject.
Ultimately, this means nothing if it is not supported by the Bible. It is
too easy to be wrong and for the error to be taken by others to be the
truth. This in turn can lead to additional errors and taking positions that
could lead to the loss of souls.

Under the circumstances some attention may be given to what
others have said about demons, but the basic approach will be to
consider what is said in the Scriptures. The often stated concept of
“speaking where the Bible speaks and being silent where the Bible is
silent” is definitely applicable to this topic.

Some have already taken the position that there is no hell. It does
not take a big leap to also eliminate Satan and his demons. If hell does
not exist, then there is no eternal punishment for Satan, his demons or
those on earth who have served him. Such ideas make God’s Word a
lie and equally does away with the reality of heaven. Both heaven and
hell are equally spoken of in the Bible, and if one does not exist it
would seem impossible to support the existence of the other. The entire
concept becomes a figment of man’s imagination.

WHAT WE CAN KNOW ABOUT DEMONS
The Origin, Nature, Characteristics And Habits Of Demons

It is probably a natural curiosity to wonder about the origin of
demons. Some of the sources that were examined will be listed at the
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end of the discussion although possibly not quoted and cited.2 In
examining various writings about demons at least two things will be
observed. Considerable attention may be given to the superstitions of
various nations that could have influenced the Jews. Also raised is the
potential that individuals actually had some form of mental or physical
ailment, which might be diagnosed and possibly cured with the medical
knowledge available today. Although such thoughts might be of
interest, we need to be very careful to not be improperly influenced.
Even among some who claim to be religious there can be a tendency to
look for what might be considered a logical explanation for any event
that does not appear to comply with the laws of nature. For some, it no
doubt is an effort to explain away any miracle. The crossing of the Red
Sea and the fall of the walls of Jericho are examples of this approach.
There should be no doubt that God can use the natural laws for His
purposes. After all, they are a part of His creation. Thus, He can set in
motion many years in advance to bring about a particular event at the
desired precise moment, or He could cause the entire process to occur
in an instant. Nothing prevents Him from setting aside the laws of
nature at any time that it suits His purpose. It is therefore accepted that
during the ministry of Jesus and the early church, there were instances
of individuals who were possessed by demons/devils. Such possessions
were not the result of superstitions or of a misconception of an illness.
Individuals may have made a mistake as to the source of their problem
in the same way that it occurs today. Nevertheless, demon possession
did exist. The subject is addressed from that point of view without an
effort to seek a worldly explanation.

Isaiah 14:12 has been cited by some as the source of Satan, and
thus his followers, but the basic context indicates that it was Babylon
that was being addressed. The origin of demons likely goes to the time
referred to in both 2 Peter 2:4 and Jude 6.

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down
to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment (2 Pet. 2:4).
And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own
habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness
unto the judgment of the great day (Ju. 6).

This suggests that they were created beings and like man they had the
ability to make a choice between right and wrong (good and evil). They
made the wrong choice and served their master, Satan. The continual
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conflict between the forces of God and those of Satan are demonstrated
from the time of Adam in Genesis 3 to almost the end of Revelation
where we find the final judgment and destiny of Satan and his
followers. At times, we are given a glimpse of the struggle that we
otherwise could not see. Daniel speaks of having a vision in which one
spoke of a fight with the king of Persia in which Michael came to his
assistance (Dan. 10:13, 20). In Revelation 12:7-9, John writes of a war
in heaven between Michael and his angels against the dragon and his
angels. The dragon, which is also described as being the devil and
Satan, is cast out to the earth with his angels. When the devil is cast to
the earth, he proceeds to persecute the woman that was previously
mentioned (Rev. 12:13). The woman that was persecuted most likely
represents the church. However, the main thought in this discussion is
with respect to the unseen spiritual war that exists. We cannot see or
understand all that has and is occurring, but we can definitely see its
impact on this world.

Both passages (2 Pet. 2:4 and Ju. 6) refer to a time when angels
sinned (kept not their first estate). They were cast down and reserved
in everlasting chains of darkness until the day of judgment. This would
explain their recognition of Jesus and the statement in Matthew 8:29
when the devils that possessed two individuals asked Jesus if He had
come to torment them before the time. They had temporarily been
released and enabled to take possession of men and animals on earth.
We are not told if they had additional abilities, but they were well
aware of their condition and of what the future held for them.

Of special interest is the impact that demons had on the individuals
that were possessed. This is particularly true in view of our understand-
ing that man can exercise his free will. To what extent, if any, did
individuals have control over whether they might be possessed by one
or more demons, to what degree could demons cause individuals to do
things that they otherwise would not have done? Once they were
possessed, was it within the power of the person who was possessed to
cast the demon out? It is easy to pose such questions and entirely
different to provide a Bible answer.

In Matthew 12:43-45, Jesus presents an interesting situation. He
says:

When the unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through
dry places, seeking rest, and findeth none. Then he saith, I will
return into my house from whence I came out; and when he is
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come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then goeth he,
and taketh with himself seven other spirits more wicked than
himself, and they enter in and dwell there: and the last state of
that man is worse than the first. Even so shall it be also unto this
wicked generation.

This might be taken as referring to actual demon possession or as using
an illustration to present a lesson. Jesus said that the situation that He
spoke of applied to that wicked generation, which does not suggest
everyone of that generation was possessed by demons. We can see
evidence of this today. Individuals become Christians and there is no
reason to doubt their conversion. Nevertheless, there were changes that
needed to be made in their lives. For some, sinful practices may have
become deeply embedded in their lives. Having been baptized they
were cleansed of all past sins. It must not end at that point. Without a
great effort to overcome the past and fill their lives with a Christian
character, they can easily return to their past way of living and possibly
become even worse.

The Jews at the time of Christ were acquainted with actual demon
possession and they would have understood the concept that Jesus
presented. However, we are not informed as to how and when they first
became aware of this unusual condition. The lesson by Jesus might also
provide some explanation on how some came to be possessed. We do
not know the number or percentage of people who were affected. It
would seem that most people did not suffer from demon possession.
The return of demon(s) into a life that was open and receptive at least
suggests that this was the reason the demon was able to enter the
individual initially. The person may not have been wicked. They would
already be under Satan’s influence. The one who would possibly be the
most susceptible to demon possession would be those whose lives were
basically empty spiritually. Although not necessarily evil, they had no
interest in God. There would be a large “vacancy” sign over their
spiritual life, which was a virtual invitation for Satan to enter. Having
left, the evil spirit returned to occupy the empty space and brings seven
other spirits with him. This not only reflects bringing many, but also
the idea of being complete.

It is with this type of thought in mind that we can better appreciate
statements that we find regarding the church and Christians. For
example, in 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, Paul wrote:
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What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not
your own? For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God
in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's.

In a similar manner he exhorted the church at Colosse, in Colossians
3:1-2, “If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection
on things above, not on things on the earth.” Likewise, we must have
the spirit of Christ or we are none of His (Rom. 8:9). Although not the
same type of possession as that of demons, it contrasts the impact
Christ is to have on the lives of Christians with that of Satan. There are
many passages that address God’s attitude towards those who do not
obey or who turn away from Him. One passage that paints a very vivid
picture is 2 Peter 2:20-22. There, Peter states:

For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are
again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse
with them than the beginning. For it had been better for them not
to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have
known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto
them. But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb,
The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was
washed to her wallowing in the mire.

Surely, that is the same picture as portrayed by Jesus in Matthew 12:43-
45, but presented in different words.

The above situation could also explain how demons were able to
initially take possession of a person and they potentially become worse
by having more than one demon. Their spiritual life had a vacancy and
the demon took up residency. Possibly its presence was hardly noticed
at first but its influence grew. It might be similar to someone learning
that you had a small unused bedroom and they invited themselves to
move in and you lacked the backbone to tell them “no.” At first, they
only used that small room but then they began to use your bathroom,
then your living room and kitchen. Ultimately, you felt crowded out
and that your house was no longer yours even though you paid for and
were responsible for everything. If you were not careful, the intruder
would soon invite his friends to move in also. At that point, having
allowed the situation to get completely out of control, it would require
considerable effort to oust everyone and reclaim your house. At that
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point the house would probably need considerable attention to restore
it to its previous condition.

It is recognized that limits most likely existed as to what the
demons might do. This no doubt included the fact that individuals were
not robbed of their complete free will. Nevertheless, some questions
might be raised in some instances. For example, consider Acts 19:13-
16. There were seven sons of Sceva, a Jew, who tried to cast out evil
spirits. The evil spirit said that he knew Jesus and Paul and asked, “but
who are ye?” The man that had the evil spirit leaped on them so that
they fled from the house naked and wounded. The actions of the man
were not those of an individual who is thrown to the ground by a
demon. This reflects that of deliberate action. In some ways it is similar
to the situation of Matthew 8:28-34. In that case there were two
individuals possessed with devils. They are described as being,
“exceeding fierce, so that no man might pass by that way.” Mark 5:1-20
speaks of one man who could not be tamed and broke the chains when
there was an attempt to bind him. After the unclean spirits were cast
out, the man is described as sitting, clothed, and in his right mind. He
even prayed to Jesus that he might remain with Him. Without a doubt
there was a complete change in the individual.

What we do not know is the character of the individual(s) before
they were possessed. This writer is of the opinion that their lives had
been such that the demons were able to move in and gradually take
control so that these men acted contrary to their previous conduct. They
allowed the situation to get out of their control. God will allow
individuals to believe a lie and be lost if they refuse to accept the truth
(2 Thess. 2:10-12). It is doubtful that very many people ever intended
to allow alcohol, drugs or gambling to control and ruin their lives and
yet it happens. If, after sinking to the lowest point, they could suddenly
be relieved of that bondage, you would see a new individual.

We might be reminded of Daniel 4 and a situation involving King
Nebuchadnezzar, except in that instance the events were brought about
by God. The king of Babylon took too much pride in himself and failed
to recognize that it is God who rules over all. As a result he was driven
from men so that he lived as an animal eating grass as an ox. When his
reason returned to him, he blessed the God of heaven, praised and
honored Him. In this instance we are told that the king was reduced to
living like an animal the same hour in which a voice from heaven told
him that his kingdom was departed from him. Nebuchadnezzar had a
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lesson to learn and he learned it the hard way. He had to hit rock
bottom. That must have been extremely difficult for a man who
virtually ruled the world and had just spoken of the great things that he
had accomplished. We do not know all that transpired but it brought
about a change in the attitude of the king. If it were merely a matter of
the king being out of his mind and then regaining his mental well-being
it would be expected that his attitude would be just the same as before.
However, he was taught a lesson which made a definite impact on him.
In some ways, he might have been like the prodigal son who finally
came to himself (Lk. 15:17) after he hit the very bottom. The demons
also may have not been able to do any more than they were permitted
to do by both God and the individuals. However, if one opens the door
and allows them to come in, the demons will make themselves at home
and ultimately take control.
Demons Belong To Satan’s Kingdom And Are Under His Rule

Very little need be said to establish that the demons belong to and
serve Satan. Although they recognized and acknowledged Jesus, they
did not serve Him. James points out that even the devils believe and
tremble (Jas. 2:19). It is important to note that they did obey Jesus, but
it was not out of a desire to serve Him. They were subject to His power
and they had no choice but to obey. In a similar manner the time will
come when every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that
Jesus is Lord (Phil. 2:10-11). When the time of judgment arrives, they
will not be able to alter or delay their destiny, for that has already been
determined.
What Demon Possession Was And
How It Manifested Itself In The New Testament

From the conduct of those who were possessed by demons we
might be inclined to believe that they had one of the problems known
to medical science today. It might be thought that they were epileptics
and were having seizures. Others would be considered to have some
form of insanity. There might be a diagnosis that would appear to apply
to each case of demon possession described in the New Testament.
That is not to suggest that demon possession exists today as it did then.
We are aware of lives that are filled with sin but they can change the
same as God called time and again for the people of Israel to return to
Him. Whatever we see today, it is not the same as existed during the
New Testament period.
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We should not think that the world was ignorant in the field of
medicine at the time of Christ. We know there were physicians such as
Luke (Col. 4:14), and we read of the woman who had spent all of her
money on doctors without being cured (Mk. 5:25-34). Of course, there
were superstitious people and those such as Simon the sorcerer (Acts
8:9-11) who took advantage of others. However, doctors such as Luke
were very likely helpful in their practice of medicine. It is even possible
that one reason why Luke was often with Paul on his journeys was to
serve as a physician. Miracles were not performed to care for common
ailments for the general benefit of Christians but to confirm God’s
Word. Even Timothy was advised to not drink water but to use a little
wine for his stomach and his often infirmities (1 Tim. 5:23). Although
not researched at this time, it is the recollection of this writer from past
readings that at the time of Christ the medical profession had pro-
gressed to the point that there were specialists in a number of areas.
Whether or not it was realized at that time by the Jews, or others, the
Law of Moses provided a number of provisions that related to their
physical and mental well-being. During the Dark Ages there was a
great step backward in learning and knowledge which most likely
included the field of medicine. Surely, a vast amount of knowledge and
experience was lost during that dark period of history.

Did the Jews know the difference between an illness and demon
possession? In Matthew 9:1-8, we read of a man who was brought to
Jesus on a bed. Verse 2 tells us twice that the man was sick of palsy. It
does not matter whether this was a correct diagnosis. The fact was that
they did not consider that he was possessed by a demon. In Matthew
8:14-15, Jesus came to the house of Peter and we are told that his
mother-in-law was sick with a fever. They understood what it meant to
have a fever without any effort to attribute it to a supernatural cause. It
is recorded in Luke 17:11-19 that Jesus encountered ten lepers. There
was no issue over their problem. They knew what they had and most
likely everyone who saw them likewise saw that they had leprosy.
Matthew 4:24 further demonstrates that a distinction was made. The
fame of Jesus had spread. We are told that “all sick people that were
taken with divers diseases and torments, and those which were
possessed with devils, and those which were lunatick, and those that
had the palsy” were brought to Jesus. It can be seen that distinctions
were made. Clearly, the people of that time were not so ignorant that
they automatically attributed their problems to demons as a way of
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explanation. This is not to say that the source of the problem was
always understood and a proper diagnosis made. That remains true
today. For example, in Matthew 17:14-21, a father came to Jesus asking
for mercy on his son who was a lunatic. He also said that the disciples
of Jesus could not cure the son. We do not know the age of the son, but
verse 18 speaks of him as a child. The Vocabulary of the Greek New
Testament, by James Hope Moulton and George Milligan,4 indicates
that the word “child” in this instance indicates a young person but does
not provide a range of ages, such as 1 to 5 years of age. The son was
not an infant and he had been possessed for a period of time. In Mark
9:21, Jesus asked the father how long since the demon came into him.
The reply was, “Of a child.” Although it does not give a precise time,
it implies that it had been for a period of time (from childhood) and not
something that had just occurred. Jesus proceeded to cure the child by
rebuking and casting out a devil. The fact that this was a situation
beyond the ability of the disciples suggests that the demon was firmly
in possession. Although the situation involves a young person, a
general observation of society tells us that children can at a fairly
young age become evil. It should be particularly noted that nothing
suggests that the son had been under this influence from birth. A
different Greek word would indicate a “child” from birth onward.

The same observations can be made regarding the damsel in Acts
16:16-18. The language in this instance apparently originally meant “a
young woman,” but in later Greek came to mean “a female slave.”5

This would be sufficient to indicate that a very small child is not
indicated. The Pulpit Commentary6 raises an issue of whether the young
woman was practicing the art of ventriloquism. Such a discussion gives
the impression of another effort to find an earthly explanation for
events contrary to nature. At least two factors indicate that this was not
what occurred. Verse 17 tells us: “The same followed Paul and us, and
cried, saying, These men are the servants of the most high God, which
shew unto us the way of salvation.” This was not a common occur-
rence, except with those possessed by demons. The demons appear to
have recognized what men did not always accept even after seeing the
miracles performed by Jesus and hearing Him speak. In addition, verse
18 tells us that Paul commanded the spirit to come out of her, “And he
came out the same hour.” That does not suggest that the action of Paul
in some way ended her ability to throw her voice.
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According to the Zondervan Pictorial Encyclopaedia of the Bible7

the idea of a “lunatic” was a popular but neither a technical nor precise
word in the King James Version. The term might include one who was
an epileptic as well as one who was possessed with a demon. It is
entirely possible that neither the father nor the disciples realized the full
nature of the problem. It was more fully comprehended when Jesus cast
out the demon.

How do we know that we do not have demon possession today as
in the time of Christ and for a time thereafter? It is because we do not
see and hear the same situations as pertained to those who were
possessed in that era of miracles. Consider some of the factors that were
associated with demon possession. Matthew 9:28-34 describes a
situation where Jesus encountered two that were possessed with devils.
We are told that the devils spoke to Jesus. This reflects action inde-
pendent of those who were possessed. They also recognized and
acknowledged Jesus to be the Son of God. This, from every indication,
was without hearing Him teach or seeing any miracles. This was
different from what occurred with others. Even John the Baptist sent
men to inquire as to whether Jesus was the Messiah. Jesus called their
attention to the mighty works that He performed as proof of His
identity (Mt. 11:1-6). Further, it was possible for the devils to leave
those who were possessed and to enter into another living creature. In
this instance it was swine. The swine acted in a manner that would not
have otherwise occurred by running into the sea where they perished.
Those who witnessed what happened and told others about it did not
consider it an accident, nor treat it as a matter of superstition, but
attributed it to the power of Jesus.
Reason(s) Why God Permitted Demons
To Be Powerfully Active In The First Century

The activity of demons in the first century could give the impres-
sion that the devil holds great power over the earth as his influence is
repeatedly shown. We are exposed to a number of instances in which
Jesus and His disciples encountered those who were under the influence
of demons. The impression readily reflects that most men were lacking
in the power to cast them out.

The first century presented a unique time in history that sets it apart
from any other period. It was a crucial point in history, a time that had
been looked forward to, and a time at which we look back. It could be
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expected that unusual happenings would occur and only in that era. It
was a time when Jesus and His followers performed miracles. It should
not be surprising that the devil was also permitted to show himself. It
is somewhat akin to Moses dealing with the magicians in Egypt (Ex. 7-
8).

One might be amazed at the power demonstrated by the demons.
How terrible to be possessed or have a loved one possessed by a
demon. The important fact is that the demons were entirely subject to
Christ. On at least one occasion the disciples of Jesus were unable to
cast out a demon. Such was not true with Jesus. The demons knew who
He was and they were completely subject to His power when many
men were unwilling to accept the fact that He was and is the Son of
God. Although not the same today, it demonstrates how important it is
to stay with and be under the influence of Christ. “Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7).

What occurred was similar to that which had happened at other
times. For example, God used sinful Babylon to punish Israel and then
punished Babylon for its sins. This continues to demonstrate that the
power of God is complete in every respect. Even that which is evil can
be used for God’s purposes. This was also true with the death of Jesus
which was essential for the salvation of man and which Satan desired
to defeat. With demon possession came a demonstration of God’s
complete power. Jesus demonstrated His deity by His miracles, which
reached into every aspect of the natural world. It was also important to
demonstrate that His power went even further and could overpower all
that Satan could offer. Those of the first century might not know of the
temptation of Jesus, and they might not look upon those things that He
confronted daily as potential temptations to sin. Clearly, at His death
the general thought was that the mission of Jesus had ended in complete
defeat. Just as He had destroyed the efforts of the demons by casting
them out, by His resurrection He proved that He had complete power
over Satan and everything evil.

Although Job was not possessed by a demon(s) there may be some
comparison between him and those possessed by demons in the first
century. With Job we see Satan contesting God’s care of Job and of him
being permitted to do anything to Job but take his life. Satan could not
take control of the mind of Job by making Job say or do anything.
However, by affecting every aspect of Job’s physical and mental life,
it was entirely possible that Job, by his own choice, could have sinned.
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Job was stripped of his children, wealth, and influence. His body was
unsightly and filled with pain. Even the vilest and lowest of people
looked down on him. His wife indicated that he should curse God and
die. Instead of bringing understanding and comfort, his friends insisted
that his misfortune was due to past sins which he would not acknowl-
edge. There was nothing remaining but his spirit residing in a wretched
body—and his trust in God. There was nothing more Satan could do
other than taking his life and that was prohibited by God.

The demons in the first century were surely limited and very likely
to a greater degree. Lives were put in danger, but the overall impact
was not as great as with Job. Of course, there were no doubt instances
of possession that are not recorded, but we are informed to the extent
that is necessary. For example, in Matthew 17:15-21, we are told of a
father who sought mercy on behalf of his son. He described how the
child “oftimes” fell into the fire and water. Jesus rebuked the devil and
he departed from the child who was cured from that hour. As the son
was still alive, the devil had not been successful in doing greater harm.
As with Job, such situations could have driven those affected away
from God, even to the point of blaming God for what was happening.
It is always easy to say “why me” when you do not see others having
the same problems or to place the blame somewhere else as an
explanation. In any event, although we are not told, it is both plausible
and likely that God permitted demons to possess individuals, within
limits, and then Jesus (and others) demonstrated His power over them.
The result demonstrated that Jesus was the Son of God so that people
would believe in Him. Once again, Satan and his evil works were
turned against him.

One would not need to be a Bible scholar to anticipate the destiny
of demons. Even those who prefer to think that all mankind will be
saved are likely to have a hesitation to take the position that demons
will also be saved. It would also suggest that either the demons would
have changed to faithful servants of God or those in heaven will be in
the company of demons. This would mar the concept of heaven and
suggest that those in heaven could potentially come under the influence
of demons. It would be akin to suggesting that after the struggle on
earth for the souls of men those who served Satan, and possibly also
Satan, would find heaven as their home. The distinction between good
and evil would be blurred if not completely eliminated. It might easily
raise the question as to whether it was necessary for God to unfold a
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plan of salvation, send His Son to die for man, and make a distinction
between sin and righteousness.
The Judgment Awaiting All Demons

Peter proclaims: “... God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast
them down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be
reserved unto judgment” (2 Pet. 2:4). In verse 9 of that same chapter,
Peter indicates that God knows how to reserve the unjust to the day of
judgment to be punished. In a similar manner Jude 6 tells us: “And the
angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he
hath reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.” Even the devils/demons were aware of their final
destiny. In Matthew 8:28-34, we are told that Jesus was met by two
who were possessed with devils. They cried out, saying: “What have
we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to
torment us before the time?” (v. 29). This indicates that they were not
ignorant of what was in store for them and there is no reason to expect
that it would be a surprise to them. Likewise, men should not be
surprised at what awaits them on the Day of Judgment.

CONCLUSION
The public seems to be carried away by the supernatural and the

possibility of other forms of life somewhere in space. Ghosts and
angels can attract considerable attention. The more mysterious and
unknown, the greater is the attraction. The study of angels may stir
imaginations and emotions. Even if limited to a study of what is
revealed in the Bible, it will not greatly enhance our spiritual life. Such
a study will not tell us how to become and how to live as a Christian.
In a similar manner we encounter demons in the New Testament and
we consider them in that context as they are not found otherwise. The
fact that some movies have been made depicting someone possessed,
or that we read of someone casting out demons, does not mean it is real
and worthy of belief.

Our concern today should be over the manner in which Satan does
work in individuals and does far greater harm than the demons did to
those who were possessed during the first century. There are many in
this world whose lives are given to sin. It may be drugs, alcohol,
crimes, immorality, and all manner of other sins. They have no interest
in God. There are also those who live decent lives and are religious but
not according to the law of Christ, or those who are Christians but fall
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short of the Lord’s expectations. They do not have a demon as those
did in the New Testament days, but they are under the influence of
Satan. Some of them are doing the work of Satan to the best of their
ability as though he is directing their every thought and act while others
are deluded into thinking that they are faithful servants of God. This
should be our greatest concern.
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